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| REMEMBERS LUMBERTON AND LUMBEES e [ f- SELF-DETERMINATION DESCRIBES
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| really never ﬂ-.:‘:-l_h_:lhf miuch ._}b-;u;_”' it uniul o ) 41 i good customers were Lumbee Indians AN ANNEM“GN MISTAKE GOT Us AN INDIAN SCHWLH
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Between 1963-1970 Robeson County School System and five city districts (Lumberton, Fairmont, Red
Springs. St Pauls and Marton: prepared tor the eventual end of statutory school segregation. The
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first event occurred in the earty 1960's. when a group of Indian parent: RSMEG oh the st Side of | s B | Py h - CLASS OF 1967 7 AR : | BB m“_* “ : : -
e al pettioned oty offinals 10 enroll thew Students in the “alil white” schools ' SARAH NEVER FORGOT THE WORDS, “INDIANS ¥ o = - : : ;? .v*HE"':"-;igp,.:::, =
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schools (ISWS) is to illuminate this - . to walk to the main street “to catch” the b : -

ey stoy of schoo WeGreget | et Newrt : and 10 presen - T ' 2 CLASS OF 194 us, We waited in front of OK Barnes Gara @. Even on the o L : : g R e " .
ot - -— h Carclina 1o pn ® the expenances of o st ' B 3 coldest ciuy, the white ownaer wouldn't let us walt inside the store. He said we'd r.tu.fhum huirm ' - " . . ' : ! I.h"‘
those who led the way b Mo £y & RITA EMANUEL : :

_ * FIRST LUMBEE TO GRADUATE FROM LUMBERTON SARAH EXPERIENCES TRAUMA
hm five former students sgreed to give voice 1o their memories of Lumberton: schoo! friends 1 . ' il ' HIGH SCHML | started at J.P Moore Junior High in 1962. The school and the rude teachers troumatized me | was
f dreams. and the cultural challenges associated with race Rita Emanuel, Uoyd Lockiear RITA EMANURL A the only Indian in a school of about 700 whites. | feared recess the most because no one played with
SH- Buflard sre amar g the first indian students selected to enroll in the “all white* school of ' -' me. |felt totally exposed deing out of the dassroom was the worst time of the day | experienced it
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Aumberton. I the lall of 1962 Richard (Dick) Holmes and Tommy Thompson were seniors at s all: kids bullying me on the school bus, not letting me have a seat, and breaking my glasses A e
Lumberton High School. In their interviews both Holmes and Thompsan conveyed what imegration | had white girlfriends, but we did not attend the same school. | always attended Magnolia with my MEET SARAH’ ' | y,; -
A 10 them, a5 white students in the 1960's Indian friends. To get to school each day wasn't easy. A city bus would take the Indian students to a SARAH'S MOTHER, MISS CHARITY ’

cartaln location whers we transfarred to 4 schoo! bua going to Magnolia. It wasn't fair because o My mother was vary protective of her children. When Miss Charity showed up at the school the white ol

parents paid city taxes, but their children couldn't attend the white schools teachers and the principa’ paid attention. She was bold, not rude, or dlsrespectful. She was one
tt}u(jh little lﬂd'_.'_ and a df_*hght‘ful mother
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; R e it F L : - ' WAS MY DAD'S IDEA”
" Geaaaa s o “m ' AND DR. JAMIE LITTY | had no say. My dad didn‘t give me & choice. He plainly said, “You are going to Lumberton when (R0 a4 (e ho SARAH S TURNING PGIHT "
' De. Ofivig Onendine (Prin cipal investigator] snd Dr. Jamie Litty collaborated for more than s yeur school opens this year.” Six Indian students living in Lumberton were chosen to enter the schools in thpn-:l::r :;gf‘ LiIETn_E ;if r;_. w;m }n[:w | ?uu“j ;tzdd Tm‘fjr : SHI I prdufd o
' transcribing, editing, and producing the ISWS. The project ncludes a 37-minute video the fall of 1962. 1 was one of them Today, | would say, “Thanks, Dad My lite changed completely ': i dn.nda .‘J:; r : L mb *L’Lﬂ': ﬂh ‘;ﬁ: Url'yﬁ?’dﬂ P Dy Shines et W
| _ - 3 beca { my senior year at Lumberton High.” ' L TP SNC. graclated fram Lumbartan High Schoo
. A grant from the North Carolina Humanities Coundl funded this oral ———— y . E

RITA'S FIRST DAY
| was angry, nervous, and anxious. My friends were returning to Magnolia, and | wanted to see them,
but | knew | had a mission. My dad had already made this clear to me. One day after school, the oy CLASS OF 1963
English teacher, Mrs, Richburg, took me aside to say that | would be treated like everyone else, yet b '
she would help me. She could tell that | was unprepared for this work. That year, | spent my time TOMMY THON

- - e . ! reading and catching up on the classics. These books were unfamiliar to me. | learned to respect my | Th% P —_—— “I HAD NEVER HEARD THE WORD, INDIAN*
: o : ' , English teacher. ToMmMy THOMPEON Py

“NO ONE WAS REALLY RUDE TO ME”
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What happened was worse than rudeness. No one welcomed me. | was just there. They ignored me, During my entire Iife, | never heard the word, Indian . . . the word was never mentioned. | believe you
but | still felt good about myself because | had been chosen for this mission, a8 mission to help Indian (Olivia Oxendine] told me that Rita Emanuel is Indian, but to my classmates. It didn't mattes My friends
people and | never heard the word, integration mentioned
“WE WERE JUST PEOPLE ALL GETTING ALONG" _
| remamber spending many afternoons playing ball on 10th Street, where several black families lived. ft ; -
never occurred to us that race was a problem. | guess you could say my life was bland and ordinary
We were just people, all getting along.
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